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The feature common to all of claims 1 to 12 Is a fluldi zed-bed 
gasification furnace for gasifying combustibles, comprising: 

a fluidized bed having a substantially rectangular horizontal 
cross section, 

wherein a circulating flow of a fluidized medium is formed in 
said fluidized bed, and combustibles supplied to said fluidized 
bed are gasified to produce gas and char. 

However, the feature common is not novel since it is disclosed 
in document JP 2-147692 A (EBARA CORPORATION), 6 June 1990, claim 



Consequently the common feature is not special technical feature 
within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, since it 
makes no contribution over the prior art. 

Therefore, the special technical feature of claim 1 relates to 
incombustibles discharging portions while the special technical 
feature of claim 11 relates to a freeboard having a 
substantially circular horizontal cross section. There is no 
technical relationship among those inventions involving one or 
more of the same or corresponding technical features. 

Consequently, these groups of inventions are not so linked as to 
form a single general inventive concept. 
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